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                      RYANAIR HOPEFUL OF POSITIVE OUTCOME
                              IN STRASBOURG APPEAL

Ryanair, Europe's No. 1 low fares airline, today (Tuesday, 9th December 2003)
confirmed that they were optimistic following the court hearing in Nancy this
morning and that they were particularly encouraged by the Commissioner of the
Government's comments, who in his summation, made three points:

 1. that the Administrative Tribunal in Srasbourg did not have the competence to
    hear such a commercial dispute.

 2. that the agreement between Ryanair and Strasbourg did not constitute
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    state aid, and

 3. that the Britair / Air France case be thrown out and that costs be
    awarded against Britair / Air France.

Speaking from outside the Court of Appeals in Nancy this morning, Ryanair's
Chief Executive, Michael O'Leary, said:

        "We were pleased with how this morning's court hearing went and
        optimistic that the court will find in favour of low fares for ordinary
        people, instead of the outrageous high fares being charged by Britair /
        Air France. For example, Air France's lowest mid-week return fare is
        EUR800, which is more than 40 times higher than Ryanair's fare of
        EUR19.00".

The President of the Court announced that he is expected to make a decision by
the end of the year.

N.B.Britair/Air France lowest mid-week return fare of EUR800 - over 40 times
higher than Ryanair's lowest midweek return fare on the route of EUR19.00. These
fares are an abuse of consumers and an abuse of Air France's monopoly position
in eliminating competition on the Strasbourg-London route.

ENDS.Tuesday 9th December 2003

For further information please contact:
Pauline McAlester, Murray Consultants: +353 1 4980300
Paul Fitzsimmons,  Ryanair:            +353 1 8121228
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