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 AER RIANTA INCOMPETENTCY WITNESSED AGAIN - EUR 7 MILLION SPENT ON 'PIER D' AND
                             A NOT A SHOVEL LIFTED.

Ryanair, Europe's No.1 low fares airline, today (Thursday, 27th May 2004) called
on the  Government  to proceed  immediately  with the  planned  break-up  of the
inefficient Aer Rianta monopoly. Aer Rianta monopoly has announced it has wasted
a mind blowing  EUR7million of tax payers money on the planned Pier D when not a
single sod has been turned.

This  latest  evidence  of total  incompetence  comes  hours  after  Aer  Rianta
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announced  profit  collapse of 50%,  despite  airport  charges  having  doubled,
car-parking prices tripled,  and passenger numbers more than doubling during the
10 year mismanagement of the current Aer Rianta board by Chairman, Noel Hanlon.

Ryanair's Head of Communications, Paul Fitzsimmons, said:

"Yesterday,  Aer Rianta  announced a write-off of an incredible EUR7 million (of
tax payers money) on the  gold-plated  Pier D plans,  when not a single blade of
grass has been touched.

What exactly was the EUR7 million spend on?

   * Consultants reports?
   * Fancy architects?
   * Engineering meetings?
   * Expensive lunches?
   * Lobbying?
   * Or was it on Noel Hanlon's PR Consultants?

The tax payers of this country are entitled to an explanation and we are calling
on the Department of Transport to immediately  publish detailed  analysis of how
exactly one can  ratchet-up  EUR7 million of tax payers  money  without a single
hole being dug".

Ends.                                   Thursday, 27th May 2004

For reference:

Paul Fitzsimmons - Ryanair              Pauline McAlester - Murray Consultants
Tel: 00-353-1-8121228                   Tel: 00-353-1-4980300
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