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                   RYANAIR - EUROPE'S FIRST LOW FARES AIRLINE
                   TO CARRY MORE THAN 25M PASSENGERS IN A YEAR

Ryanair, Europe's No. 1 low-fares airline, today (Thursday, 5th August 2004)
celebrated passing the 25 million passenger landmark for the 12 months from July
2003 to July 2004, and set a new monthly passenger record with over 2.48 million
passengers choosing Ryanair's low fares during July 04.

In July 2004, Ryanair carried 170,000 MORE passengers in the UK/Europe market
than BA , confirming for the 6th month in a row, that Ryanair is the UK's
favourite airline for European travel.

Speaking today, Ryanair's Head of Communications, Paul Fitzsimmons said:

        "Despite the competitive landscape Ryanair continues to set new record
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        passenger figures every month, and we're delighted to be the first low
        fares airline in Europe to carry more than 25 million passenger in a
        single year.

        "Ryanair continues to be the UK's No. 1 airline, carrying more
        passengers, with lower fares and better load factors than BA. More and
        more UK consumers are choosing Ryanair, because only Ryanair has
        Europe's lowest fares and No.1 punctuality and customer service."

PASSENGER STATISTICS - JULY 2004

                           RYANAIR            BRITISH AIRWAYS

PASSENGERS                  2.48 M                   2.31 M
LOAD FACTOR                    90%                    76.7%
PUNCTUALITY*                   91%                    77.7%
AVERAGE FARE**               EUR39                   EUR268

(* Latest comparable date - June 04) (**Published accounts)

Ends.Thursday, 5th August 2004

For further
information:
Paul Fitzsimmons - Ryanair,       Pauline McAlester - Murray Consultants,
Tel: 00 353 1 812 1228            Tel: 00 353 1 4980 300
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