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        As filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission
                  on August 1, 2001
                                    Registration No. 333-_____

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

               SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
                     WASHINGTON, D.C. 20549
                       ___________________
                            FORM S-8
                     REGISTRATION STATEMENT
                              UNDER
                   THE SECURITIES ACT OF 1933
                       ___________________
                     DOLE FOOD COMPANY, INC.
     (Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)
                       ___________________
          Delaware                                99-0035300
(State or other jurisdiction of                (I.R.S. Employer
incorporation or organization)                Identification No.)

                         One Dole Drive
            Westlake Village, California  91362-7300
                         (818) 879-6600
  (Address and telephone number of principal executive offices)

                     DOLE FOOD COMPANY, INC.
                2001 STOCK OPTION AND AWARD PLAN
                    (Full title of the plan)
                         ______________
                        C. Michael Carter
     Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary
                         One Dole Drive
            Westlake Village, California  91362-7300
             (Name and address of agent for service)

  Telephone number, including area code, of agent for service:
                         (818) 879-6600

                            Copy to:
                    Charles F. Niemeth, Esq.
                      O'Melveny & Myers LLP
                      153 East 53rd Street
                 New York, New York  10022-4611
                         (212) 326-2000
                           ___________

                  CALCULATION OF REGISTRATION FEE

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

                                   Maximum     Maximum
Title of               Amount      offering    aggregate         Amount of
securities             to be        price      offering         Registration
to be registered     registered    per unit     price               fee
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Common Stock,        2,500,000     $21.375(2)  $53,437,500(2)   $13,359.38(2)
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  no par value       shares(1)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Edgar Filing: DOLE FOOD COMPANY INC - Form S-8

2


